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The Production of
Creativity: An Artist’s
View of the Rise
of “Creative Work”
Kevin Hamilton
School of Art and Design
University of Illinois
Wednesday • September 26 • 4:00-5:00 pm
2405 Siebel Center • 201 N. Goodwin Ave., Urbana
Why wouldn’t any of our practices be improved by being
more creative? Yet as a conveyor of added value, creativity
serves a broad and necessarily conflicted range of purposes.
For example, my “creative” (original) solution may not
be “creative” (innovative) enough for one fellow researcher,
and not “creative” (productive) enough for another. Within
and across our disciplines, are our different approaches
and uses for creativity made more or less apparent by the
quick deployment of the term? What are the promises
and perils of research where funding and recognition are

tied to creativity as a value? This multimedia presentation
will seek to provoke discussion and debate through a
survey of current approaches, conflicts, and opportunities.
Kevin Hamilton coordinates the New Media Program in
the School of Art and Design. He has co-taught experi-
mental design courses in the Department of Computer
Science and in the School of Art and Design. With a
background in painting and a master’s degree in visual
studies from MIT, Kevin came to Illinois in 2002. Here he
constructs interactive artworks and collaborates with
artists and scientists at home and abroad on papers,
workshops, and symposia. Recent projects have included
commissioned artworks for the Web, workshops at ACM
conferences, an ongoing NSF-sponsored effort with Brian
Bailey in Computer Science, and in 2004, a year-long
symposium series about walking.

The next speaker in this series will be:
George Gross, Electrical & Computer Engineering, Illinois
Global Energy Trends: The Supply/Demand, the Technology
and the Policy Dimensions*
Wednesday, October 10 • 3:30-5:30pm
160 English Building • 608 S. Wright St., Urbana
* This lecture is part of the LOT Series (Limits & Opportunities of Technology)
jointly sponsored by the Center for Global Studies and ETSI.


