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Science and politics have a long history of sometimes contentious
interaction. In the United States since the end of the Second
World War this interaction has taken on a special form that has
led to the largest continuous state support for science in history.
Today the 4% of the world population in the U.S. contributes
almost 40% of all the funding for science in the world. Support
for science is arguably the largest single discretionary item in
the federal budget. Although this situation has in the past been
subject to little critical examination, the situation is currently
undergoing considerable change. Following a presentation of
the importance of science policy for society and culture, this
lecture will examine the concept of science policy and some of
its historical dimensions. The argument will be that what is
often called the so-called “social contract for science” conceives
the science-politics relation in terms that are too narrow —
terms that almost inevitably turn science policy discussions into
science budget policy debates. Against this background, the
lecture then consider some comparisons of science budget policy

in different countries and continue by making proposals for
putting budgets in the broader perspective of the common good
to which science may or may not contribute.

Carl Mitcham is Professor of Liberal Arts and International
Studies at the Colorado School of Mines, Director of the
Hennebach Program in the Humanities, and Coordinator of the
Individualized Interdisciplinary Graduate Program. Mitcham
has published widely on the philosophy and ethics of science
and technology. In 2005 Macmillan Reference published his
edited four volume Encyclopedia of Science, Technology, and
Ethics—which has been cited by the New York Public Library
as “Best of Reference” and by Choice magazine as “essential”
for “academic libraries and large public libraries [at] all levels.”
Last November he received the international 2006 World
Technology Network Award for Ethics.

All presentations run from noon to 1:00pm; locations vary. Please
consult http://gal4.ge.uiuc.edu/ETSI/ or call 333-2595 for latest
information.

The next speaker in this series will be:

Joel Cutcher-Gershenfeld, Labor and Industrial Relations
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Lateral Alignment in Complex Systems: Toward a
Theory of Multi-Stakeholder Alignment in the
Operation and Transformation of Complex,
Engineered Systems

Wednesday e March 7
Room 1518 Hydrosystems Lab ¢ 301 N. Mathews Ave., Urbana

Organized by David Goldberg, Industrial and Enterprise Systems Engineering and Michael Loui, Electrical and Computer Engineering
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