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An interdisciplinary consortium of chemists, biologists,
physicists, computer scientists, and philosophers are
creating radically new forms of life in the laboratory.
Engineering this new kind of living technology requires
indirect, emergent methods, such as the analog chemical
embodied (ACE) computer involving high-throughput
experimentation used by ProtoLife SRL. It simultaneously
forces us to confront new and vexing social and ethical
problems. This talk will describe the state of the art of
engineering such living technology and suggest some of
its larger implications.

Mark A. Bedau is an internationally recognized leader
in the interdisciplinary study of complex adaptive systems.
He has developed novel methods for quantifying the
diversity and the environment for adaptation in evolving
systems. His current work includes unifying principles
of adaptation in living, intelligent, and social systems,
and the social and cultural implications of synthesizing
these systems. Professor Bedau is Editor-in-Chief of the
journal Artificial Life, and he has been elected as the
founding President of the International Society for Artificial
Life. Most recently, he has co-founded a start-up company,
ProtoLife SRL, and an international research center, the
European Center for Living Technology.

All presentations run from noon to 1:00pm; locations vary.
Please consult http://gal4.ge.uiuc.edu/ETSI/ or call 333-2595
for latest information.
The next speaker in this series will be:
Rayvon Fouché, History
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Engineering Hip Hop: Crossfaders, Mixers, and Digital Turn
Wednesday • April 25 • Room 112 •  Transportation Building
104 South Mathews Avenue • Urbana


