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The phonograph was never intended to be a musical
instrument. Yet this technology-designed and long used
solely for the reproduction of sound-is now at the center of
a thriving, global performance art known Hip Hop. The study
of Hip Hop can reveal how cultural needs and desires can
influence and inform technological appropriation, use, and
design. Rayvon Fouché will examine the D] mixer as a site
of cultural exchange, engagement, and negotiation between
black culture, technology, and multiple forms of music. The
mixer is a piece of electronic equipment that mediates the
relationships between turntables, musical forms, beats, and
signals. The mixer itself can enable a D] to appropriate
elements from multiple sonic origins to “mix,” “cut,” and
“reassemble” them into something completely new. Thus,
the mixer can become a site for multiple forms of
appropriation. By examining how various groups and
communities reconceptualize the mixer as a technology of

musical mediation, Fouché will explore how user of technology
can determine the shape and structure of future artifacts.

As a cultural historian of technological invention and
innovation, Rayvon Fouché explores the multiple intersections
and relationships between cultural representation, racial
identification, and technological design. His first book Black
Inventors in the Age of Segregation (Johns Hopkins University
Press) not only filled the large void in scholarly writing on
black inventors and their experiences, it also created a
broader textured understanding of black inventive
experiences. He has also co-edited Appropriating Technology:
Vernacular Science and Social Power (University of Minnesota
Press) which attempts to understand how groups outside
centers of scientific and technological power persistently
defy the notion that they are merely passive recipients of
technological products and scientific knowledge. He is the
editor of the newly established Race and Technology Series
at Purdue University Press.

All presentations run from noon to 1:00pm; locations vary. Please
consult http://gal4.ge.uiuc.edu/ETSI/ or call 333-2595 for latest
information.

The next speaker in this series will be:

Gary Downey, Science and Technology Studies

Virginia Polytechnic Institute

Are Globalization, Diversity, and Leadership Variations of the
Same Problem? Moving Problem Definition to the Core

Wednesday e May 2 (rescheduled from February 14)
NCSA Auditorium ¢ 1205 W. Clark St. e Urbana
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